Lower brain-stem origin of the median nerve N18 potential.
A patient undergoing intraoperative median nerve somatosensory evoked potential (MSEP) and brain-stem auditory evoked response (BAER) monitoring showed changes during basilar artery aneurysm clipping. There was loss of the BAER wave V, with preservation of waves I and III. Simultaneously, there also was loss of the MSEP N20 potential, with preservation of the N18, N13 and Erb's point potentials. The patient died and autopsy showed an infarct involving the whole rostro-caudal extent of the pontine tegmentum. This combination of electrophysiologic and pathologic findings may help answer questions regarding the exact generators of different MSEP potentials. In particular, it implies that medullary structures can generate the N18 potential.